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Valley National Bank and w!se Team Up for Financial Literacy at Newark 

Collegiate Academy 
 
NEW YORK, N.Y. – Last Friday, Working in Support of Education (w!se) arranged for volunteers from 
Valley National Bank to deliver a series of classroom presentations on personal finance to students at Newark 
Collegiate Academy in Newark, NJ.  
 
Valley National Bank sent 13 representatives to visit the school and deliver presentations to six classes of 10th 
grade students; their presentations focused on identity theft, financial fraud protection, credit cards, safe social 
media practices and more. The more than 130 students all received certificates of completion from the bank.  
 
Vice President and CRA & Community Development Officer, Ryan de France, who coordinated the visit 
commented:  “By providing these financial literacy presentations Valley National Bank is empowering young 
people to make good financial decisions.  These lessons are valuable to individuals of all ages and in reaching 
students in 10th grade our goal is to prepare them for the many life decisions they will make over the course of 
their personal, educational, and professional lives.” 
 
Phyllis Frankfort Perillo, w!se President and CEO added, “It’s a privilege for young people to learn from Valley 
National Bank employees.  A round of applause for addressing this important and growing issue.”      
 
Valley National Bank sponsors the w!se Financial Literacy Certification program at John Dewey High School in 
Brooklyn, NY.   
 
About Valley National Bancorp 
Valley National Bancorp is a regional bank holding company headquartered in Wayne, New Jersey with over 
$18 billion in assets. Its principal subsidiary, Valley National Bank, currently operates 224 branch locations 
serving 24 counties throughout northern and central New Jersey, the NYC boroughs of Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
Queens and Long Island, and southeast and central Florida. Valley National Bank is one of the largest 
commercial banks headquartered in New Jersey and is committed to providing the most convenient service, 
the latest in product innovations and an experienced and knowledgeable staff with a high priority on friendly 
customer service 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For more information about Valley National Bank and its 
products and services, please visit www.valleynationalbank.com 
 
About w!se 
Working In Support of Education (w!se) is a New York based educational 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to 
providing educational support services nationwide, building financial literacy and readiness for college and 
careers.  w!se serves urban secondary school students in low-to-moderate-income areas.  Extensive 
partnerships with schools and the private sector and a reputation for sustainable programs with measurable 
results have made w!se a leader in education.  
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